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School excited about Quantum method

 By DIANE LONG Staff Writer

	   Last year, Principal Pattye Evans noticed one class of third-graders was, well, unusual.

    Of all the classes at the new Buena Vista Elementary, those kids moved most quickly and easily from one activity to another.

    They didn't tattle or squabble. When two students were still trying to master their multiplication tables, the others drew encouraging signs saying, ''You can do it!''

    And all the kids were making great academic gains.

       So Evans cornered their teacher, Kelli Myers.

         ''I said, 'Kelli, what are you doing different?' and she told me about Quantum,'' Evans said.

   Quantum Teaching is a philosophy and a set of classroom methods Myers discovered when she taught in Atlanta. Based on the latest research about brain functions, the program promotes a multisensory approach to learning.

   After watching Myers' class for a year, her fellow teachers were so impressed that the entire faculty will be using the techniques this year after completing a three-day training session yesterday.

    ''Quantum isn't more things to teach. It's just a different way to teach,'' said Myers, now in her eighth year of teaching. ''It's big on building a rapport with the student, and that's something that's always been very important to me.''

    It worked last year, as Myers transformed reluctant learners into eager students.

    ''Even by third grade, some of them had been told they weren't worth the bother, that they weren't going to be successful,'' Myers said. ''You could tell they had that mindset.'' Quantum ''is just so positive and interactive that they

didn't have time to think about being tough or not caring about school.''

    During the training sessions, all activities are tied back to how everyone learns, right down to the number of 

neural connections.
	    ''Here's the thing about brains - size doesn't matter,'' said Quantum instructor Jenny Severson. ''It's all about the density and the connections. So look at your neighbor and say, 'You are very dense.' ''

    The teachers learned the 10/24/7 rule, that newly-introduced information should be reviewed in 10 minutes, 24 hours and seven days to make its way into long-term memory. And they learned how they might be sabotaging any chance of really teaching students.

    Think of pleasantly strolling along, Severson said, when suddenly a strange dog barks at you. The amygdala kicks in, an almond-shaped part of the brain that triggers a flight-or-fight chemical response that can linger for up to six hours. Students caught up in that primitive response won't be able to perform higher-order thinking skills.

    ''It's not going to happen if they're way down in first gear with someone barking at them,'' Severson said.

    The session included a few teachers from other Metro elementary schools, including Park Avenue, Napier, Chadwell, Dodson and Cockrill. And three came all the way from San Marcos, Texas, including high school teacher Beth Wolpman.

    Kids of all ages ''want to be loved,'' Wolpman said. ''They want to know the rules … and everybody loves to learn. It's about an interaction, about building a relationship and creating a sense of power both within the students and teacher.''

    Metro teacher Brenda Jones transferred to Buena Vista this year, but she's already bought into the concepts.

     ''The eye-opening thing for me was how to unleash the genius in each child, how to get them to start thinking and keep them motivated,'' Jones said.

    ''It's all about effort and the individual differences of the students and how to reach each child, taking that big quantum leap and taking risks. This Quantum learning is putting it all under one big umbrella.''
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Susan Sherwood, a guidance counselor at Buena Vista elementary, tosses two scarves into the air to learn the fundamentals of juggling. The exercise was part of a Quantum Teaching workshop to help teachers realize how mastering a new skill can be difficult and potentially embarrassing.














